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Chairman’s Report

Jean Mair
Our twenty-fifth year was celebrated at three events.  In March, by kind invitation of the Mayor, a reception was held in the Mayor’s Parlour, and this was followed in May with a lunch at Wotton House. At the September lecture, the actual anniversary of our first meeting, we had cake and bubbly instead of the usual biscuits and tea! I think it was all most enjoyable and I hope that members agree.

Many of the lectures have been excellent. As a committee we try hard to interest and to please our membership.  Our programme secretary has our grateful thanks, and at the AGM we say farewell to Vivien Armstrong who has chosen so well for us. The subjects have been wide-ranging, and the high standard of lecturers stems from the exacting NADFAS selection procedures.

The visits were well supported and varied. We were lucky to be able to organise a visit to Sir Edward Heath’s home in Salisbury, before it closed to the public.

It would have been good if more members had attended the Study Day on Understanding Modern Art, a topic perhaps out of their comfort zone for many.  The day opened our eyes to this large subject.

The tour of Northumbria was a great success, and enjoyed in remarkably good weather. The tours are a time to become better acquainted with fellow members.

The completed Church Recording for St Andrew’s, Gatton, is a very fine piece of work and the Church Recorders are to be congratulated.  Janet Dick presented it to the Vicar, John Smith, who was delighted to accept it on behalf of the Church.  

 

The Volunteers continue their excellent work at the Priory.  There will be a new exhibition in the spring and some extra volunteers to help steward when the museum is open would be helpful.

On a personal note I must say how much I have enjoyed this Anniversary year as your guest Chairman and I thank Heather Gardner and her Committee for inviting me. It has been fun to be involved again after so many years. The task would have been very difficult without the dedication and support of an excellent committee. I give Reigate DFAS every good wish for the future. 

Treasurer’s Report

Frank Power
Our visits and the special interest day made a profit, contributing to our balances which continue to be quite healthy despite the outlay on equipment last year and the cost of the Society’s twenty-fifth anniversary events this year. Increases in the hall rental were offset by an adjustment in the terms of our agreement with St Mark’s Church.

The Society’s banking arrangements required some restructuring this year, as low interest rates and a reduction in the choice of financial products available to societies took their toll. Therefore the Committee took the decision to raise the annual subscription to £32 in 2011. The Reigate DFAS subscription will then match the East Surrey DFAS average, and represents excellent value, offering members entry to eleven high quality lectures, a delivered copy of the quarterly NADFAS magazine, plus the opportunity to join in our programme of visits and all the other activities of the Society. 

The Committee agreed to join the Gift Aid scheme. This will attract a modest extra amount of income to compensate in small measure for the loss of bank interest. 

Grateful thanks go to Desmond Gwynne for preparing the accounts.
Visits Secretaries’ Report

Michael Beach and Jenny Santer
This year we celebrated our twenty-fifth anniversary with special events: wine and delicious nibbles prepared by our past Chairmen, at the splendid Reigate Town Hall, and lunch at Wotton House with a talk by David Battie.

In April a successful evening visit to Finchcocks included a concert by Richard Burnett and the Curator Dr Alastair Laurence, using the various pianos, and this was followed by a buffet dinner.

Perfect summer weather ensured that we enjoyed a tour of both Michelham Priory and Batemans.

In July, members visited Knole for a guided tour of that storehouse of treasures.  Lunch in the courtyard was followed by a short journey and an enthusiastic introduction to Emmett’s garden by its head gardener. 

Forty-six of us visited Arundells, the former home of Sir Edward Heath in Salisbury Cathedral Close, in September.  We were among the last to see the house and its contents intact before it finally closed to visitors.

In October the knowledgeable guide, Diane Burstein, led us around Holland Park and its artists’ quarter to admire their Victorian mansions.  After lunch a guided tour of the newly refurbished Leighton House Museum concluded the year’s programme of visits.
Programme Secretary’s Report

Vivien Armstrong
New speakers and firm favourites featured in this year’s programme.

Dr Neil Faulkner gave us a fresh view of Greek Myths in Ancient Art, with an emphasis on the inspiration of these stories on potters and artists down the ages.

In May, Oliver Everett drew us into Windsor Castle Library, with his knowledge and experience leavened by humour.

Eric Shanes introduced the subject of Modern Sculpture to us, and in contrast Sarah Cove gave an account of the infinite patience required in the Conservation of Portraiture.

As a light-hearted choice on the date of our 25th Anniversary lecture, Claire Walsh examined the history of garments for men and women – and the determination needed to wear them! This was followed by bubbly and celebration cake.

Caroline Holmes described Australian Art, with reference to pioneer and aboriginal design.  The following month Andy McConnell, of the Antiques Roadshow, gave a lively account of The Impact of Glass. 

After an excellent Christmas lunch, Christopher Bradley told the party about the tradition of the Magi.  Then in January we will welcome the return of Eveline Eaton to deliver a talk on Durer. A good lecture can be anticipated.

We look forward to a study of Wren’s City Churches by Tony Tucker in February, and then it’s abroad again in March for Leslie Primo’s study of The Cult of the South Pacific. 

It is hoped that the balance of lectures has offered interest to all members, and that the expertise of our speakers has been enlightening and entertaining.

Study Day

Michael Beach
Jennifer Morgan, lecturer at Tate Modern and Tate Britain, explored Modern Art with thirty-eight members and friends at the November Study Day, which was held in the stylish Baptist Church Hall at Woodhatch.   

Jennifer took us from Matisse to the modern day, explaining how various movements such as Impressionism, Surrealism, Concept, and Dada evolved. She showed and explained the work of modern artists to us.

2010 Tour 

Michael Beach
Thirty-six members joined our Northumbria tour in October.  We travelled by train, with a coach from Reigate to Kings Cross, and stayed in the comfortable Gosforth Park Hotel. The weather was excellent throughout.

Visits included the Laing Art Gallery, magnificent Alnwick Castle and its wonderful gardens, The National Trust property Wallington Hall, Durham and its cathedral, the Bowes Museum in Barnard Castle, Lindisfarne with its interior designed by Lutyens, and Cragside, the first house to have electricity.

Lastly we went to Hadrian’s Wall at Wallsend, and into Newcastle with its iconic bridges, the Sage Centre and the Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art. 

Heritage Volunteers’ Report

Jean Power
Heritage volunteers have been maintaining and supporting the exhibition “From Rationing to Rock and Roll”, which was popular with all age groups. This would close at Christmas and a new exhibition would, hopefully, be on show by Easter.

In the summer the Reigate Park Community Festival attracted many visitors to the Museum. A mini exhibition during National Heritage Weekend, entitled “Here Comes The Bride” showed wedding dresses and accessories of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries from the Museum’s own collection. 

A generous donation by Reigate DFAS resulted in the arrival of the first of two mannequins, which will be a valuable addition to the costume collection.

Eileen Wood, the Museum Curator, said in her Report to her Committee, how much she valued the long-term involvement of the Reigate DFAS volunteers and their work with cataloguing, maintenance and stewarding.  She hoped to enlist more people to help with stewarding on Saturday afternoons, where there is a shortage, when the new exhibition is ready.

Jean thanked most sincerely all the volunteers who have given so willingly of their time and talents.

Church Recorders’ Report

Janet Dick
The research, writing and compilation of the record of the church of St Andrew’s, Gatton, was completed this year.   On Sunday, 28th November a bound and boxed book was presented to Rev John Smith, at the St Andrew’s Patronal Festival.   

Many of the team and RDFAS members attended the service, and we were also pleased to welcome our RDFAS Chairman, Jean Mair, and Treasurer, Frank Power, with Janet Gulland, the Church Recorders Area organiser for East Surrey. 

Thanks go to all who enjoyed working together to achieve this record, as follows: Meryl Wilson who helped Janet with textiles, Sue McLean and Angela Dalgleish for their work on memorials and painting, Peter Marsh and Dilys Fisher on metalwork, Judy Hoy on stonework, Ted Eilley, Ian Stratford, Brigitte Parr and Sheila Thiele on woodwork, Peter Gerosa for his work on the library, Jill Harris and Mary Stuart Menteth for their work on windows, Jonathan and Beverley Braddock for covering the miscellaneous areas, and Maureen Lovell with Peter Marsh and Jonathan Braddock for their photography.
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