REIGATE DECORATIVE AND FINE ARTS SOCIETY

26th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

to be held on Thursday, 23rd February 2012 at

St. Mark’s Hall, Alma Road, Reigate at 1.45 p.m.

A G E N D A

1.
Apologies

2.
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 24th February 2011

3.
To receive and approve the Chairman’s Review as detailed in the Committee Report

4.
To receive and approve the Annual Accounts for the period ending 31st December 2011

5.
To elect Officers and Committee Members                                         


The following committee are standing for re-election:


    Chairman:

     Michael Beach



    Vice Chairman:            Ann Rennie


    Treasurer:
                 Frank Power

     


    Committee:

     Beverley Braddock





     Jill Day

                                                     Michelle Hoad





     Marilyn Moore





     Brigitte Parr





     Jenny Santer




    





     Meryl Wilson


6.
Nominations for the committee:

 1)   Christine Garrett      Proposer:  Meryl Wilson     Seconder:  Brigitte Parr


 2)   Jean Hogwood         Proposer:   Jean Storer         Seconder:  Ann Rennie

Date of next AGM:  Thursday, 28th February 2013 at 1.45 pm

Any questions should be sent in writing to the Secretary by 17th February 2012

Secretary:  Mrs. Lorna McCulloch, 79 West Street, Reigate, RH2 9DA


      e-mail:  lorna.mcculloch@btinternet.com
REIGATE DECORATIVE AND FINE ARTS SOCIETY

MINUTES of the 25th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

held on Thursday 24th February 2011
at St Mark’s Hall, Alma Road, Reigate at 1.45 pm
The Chairman, Mrs Jean Mair, welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Present: 147 members and 2 visitors.

1.  Apologies were received from 9 members: Miss L. Challis, Mrs. A. Cotterell, Miss J. Dyson, 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Ennis, Mrs. P. Howley, Mrs. B. Jones, Mrs. R. Norman, Mr. F. Power.

2.  Minutes of the 24th Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 25th February 2010 were approved unanimously by the members and signed by the Chairman.

3.  To receive and approve the Chairman’s Review as detailed in the Committee Report.  The Chairman thanked all who had contributed to the newsletter and also thanked the committee members for their hard work which made it possible to have such a flourishing society.

The Chairman proposed its approval, the motion was seconded by Mrs Penelope Horsfall and agreed unanimously by the members present.

4.  To receive and approve the Annual Accounts for the period ending 31st December 2009.

As no written questions had been received, the approval of the accounts was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Antony Parker and carried unanimously.

5.  To elect Officers and Committee members.
Before moving to the election, the Chairman expressed her thanks to Mrs. Vivien Armstrong for the six years that she had been on the committee.  The excellence of lecturers whom she had chosen contributed in great part to the flourishing society we have, and, up to last year, when the new screen took over the space where the flower arrangements had stood, she had been instrumental in organising flower arrangers and very frequently doing magnificent arrangements herself.

Mrs. Mair then announced that she would be standing down after her year’s office and she would be followed as Chairman by Mr. Michael Beach.

Members standing for re-election:

Mr.  Michael Beach


Mrs. Beverley Braddock


Mrs. Michelle Hoad


Mrs. Lorna McCulloch 

Mrs. Marilyn Moore


Mrs. Brigitte Parr


Mr.   Frank Power 

Mrs. Ann Rennie 

Mrs. Jenny Santer


Mrs. Jean Storer


Mrs. Meryl Wilson

They were proposed by Dame Anne Poole, seconded by Mrs. Claire Gwynne, and agreed unanimously by the members present.

One nomination for the committee:

Mrs.Jill Day  


Proposer: Mrs.Jenny Santer
Seconder: Mr. Frank Power

6.  To elect a Financial Examiner of the Accounts for the ensuing year.
The chairman thanked Mr. Desmond Gwynne for examining the accounts during the past year and expressed her gratitude that he was willing to continue in this role for the coming year.

The motion was proposed by Mrs. Anne Pemberton, seconded by Mrs. Jacqueline Eustace and agreed unanimously by the members present.

At the end of this item, Mrs. Jean Power presented Mrs. Mair, (who had followed our founder chairman, Mrs. Elizabeth Hunter-Craig), with a beautiful bouquet of flowers.  She thanked her for taking on the chairmanship again in 2011 to co-ordinate celebrations for our 25th year and said how much her input had contributed to making it such a successful and memorable year.

7.  Date of next Annual General Meeting
Thursday 23rd February 2012 at 1.45 pm

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the 25th Annual General Meeting closed.
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Reigate Decorative and 

Fine Arts Society
Annual Report 2011-12 

Chairman’s Report 

Michael Beach

It doesn’t seem like a year since I took on the role of Chair for the Society – our first male chairman in twenty-five years.  Within our Region there are fifteen societies and currently eight have male chairmen, so we are following the trend!

Lectures have been of a high standard.  The Visits Programme, the Study Day and the Annual Tour were successful, with very good numbers participating. 

The ‘new-look’ newsletter reflects the excellence of our Society and gives us a tool for promotion.  We hope to produce two editions per annum. In the next edition we shall update our programme for you and for prospective members. The programme card will also reflect the ‘new look’ and will include a voucher allowing every member to bring a friend to one lecture in the year, at no cost.  

We would like to hold our membership numbers at about three hundred.  With almost no bank interest currently, this is also a financial consideration.  

We held a Coffee Morning in the new Reigate Community Centre to show our contribution to Young Arts.  We intend to hold more Coffee Mornings to enable members to meet informally and to show what we are doing in our Heritage programme and for Church Recording.
We are delighted that Maureen Lovell accepted our invitation to be President of Reigate DFAS. A major part of the job will be to lead a ‘Welcome Team’ to ensure that there is a friendly face and contact for everyone at each meeting and outing.

We are part of the National organisation as well as of East Surrey Region.  These give us considerable support, and also wider opportunities. In the past year Regional events have included an overseas trip, a study day, and a chance to have concert tickets at low cost.  We were happy to host the Area Meeting here in October.

I give my warmest thanks to our hard-working committee who have produced such a wonderful programme, and who have been great fun to work with.  Sadly, we say farewell to Jean Storer who has done splendid work as Membership Secretary, and to Lorna McCulloch who has done an excellent job as Secretary.  I thank them both on behalf of us all for their enthusiasm and untiring efforts. We shall miss them.

Programme Secretary’s Report

Jenny Santer
Vivien Armstrong put this year’s lecture series together, in the last of her six years as programme secretary, and once again she did not disappoint.

Linda Smith started the ball rolling with “Great Tarts in Art”, her account of how the female favourites of royal and noble patrons influenced not only fashion but also the very criteria of beauty. Nor were they averse to dabbling in politics themselves.

In May Gerald Davison gave us a talk on the East India Company, an exciting and colourful tale, well researched and informative, as was Hilary Hope Guise’s enthralling account of the life and work of Botticelli.

Nicholas Bagshawe delighted us in July with a lecture on the Scottish Colourists, introducing to us the vibrant works of this very forward-looking group, who are well known and sought-after beyond the bounds of their native Scotland. 

After the August break, Michael Copp spoke about the commissioned women war artists of both World Wars and their invaluable contribution to the artistic, sociological and historical understanding of these momentous times.

Louise Schofield entertained us all with the account of her time working as an archaeologist in Albania, which told us a little of Albanian archaeology and much about the Albanian character; and in November we heard more travellers’ tales from Elizabeth Gordon who entranced us with her love for Sicily, its history and its artistic legacy.

Our last meeting of 2011 was celebrated with a splendid lunch, followed by a talk from Charles Harris about Norman Rockwell, the wonderful American illustrator who was able to tell a whole story with a single image.

In January we welcomed John Ericson who spoke about the Shakers of North America, exploring their beginnings, their beliefs and lifestyles while showing examples of their furniture and architecture.

February will see a return of Kathryn Brown to lecture on the ever-popular subject of “Florence at the Dawn of the Renaissance” and in March, in contrast, Jackie Marsh-Hobbs will examine the history of the British Seaside Holiday - a light-hearted look at the development of seaside resorts and why the seaside holiday became so popular.

It is hoped that the next year’s programme will offer as much interest and entertainment as 2010-11, but Vivien’s is a hard act to follow! 

Study Day Secretary’s Report

Beverley Braddock

Forty-one members attended our Study Day at the Baptist Church Centre, Woodhatch, in November.  

Dr Anne Anderson’s knowledge of and enthusiasm for her subject made for a very enjoyable and informative day on ‘The Arts and Crafts Movement from William Morris to Frank Lloyd Wright’.

Morris promoted the production of everyday items designed and made by a single artisan. This led to the reintroduction of craft skills and traditions. However, articles produced in this way were inevitably very expensive.
England briefly led the world in design, and the aims of the movement were taken up in other countries. In America, Frank Lloyd Wright incorporated them in the designs of many notable buildings, both domestic and commercial.  Lloyd Wright was recognised in 1991 by the American Institute of Architects as “the greatest American architect of all time”.

Visits Secretary’s Report

Meryl Wilson
Fifty members enjoyed our first visit in 2011, a guided tour of the sumptuously restored eighteenth century Spencer House, former home of Princess Diana’s family.  The group then saw the treasures of the Wallace Collection in the former home of the Dukes of Hertford.

In April, at Woking’s Lightbox Gallery of prize-winning architectural design, we enjoyed an exhibition of handbags and shoes on loan form the Taschen Museum in Amsterdam. Later we visited St Mary’s Church at Stoke D’Abernon for the famous brasses of the D’Abernon family.
In May we toured the farmhouse home and studio of Lee Miller and Roland Penrose at Chiddingly in Sussex. We saw where they worked, and even where their friend Picasso had drawn on the kitchen walls. An afternoon visit to Standen completed the day.

Roses and paeonies were in perfect bloom for our June visit to the garden of the Manor at Upton Grey. Designed by Gertrude Jekyll in 1908, it has been lovingly restored since 1983 by Rosamund Wallinger and her husband. Later we visited The Vyne, a National Trust property, home of the Chute family.

A small group greatly enjoyed our July visit to Art in Action 2011. There were so many gifted artists and crafts people to watch, all in the setting of Waterperry Gardens, that one day was hardly sufficient.

In early September a tour of the newly restored splendours and eccentricities of Horace Walpole’s Strawberry Hill house was much appreciated. In the afternoon two Blue Badge guides, Diane Burstein and Sarah Fordham, gave us intriguing tales of life around Richmond Green.  

The programme ended with a chance to visit Christ’s Hospital School at Horsham, where we were entertained with a good talk, an excellent lunch, knowledgeable student guides, and a short organ recital.

All the visits, except Art in Action, were very well supported.

Tour Secretary’s Report 

Michael Beach

Our 2011 tour was to be in Syria, but it was cancelled because of the political situation there.  However, all ended well and twenty-five of us had a wonderful six days in Berlin and Dresden.

On arrival we toured Berlin with an expert guide, Tom, who gave us a history and overview of the old and of the modern city, including the Berlin Wall.  The next day Tom took us round Charlottenburg Palace. Later we were at the stylish modern Gemaldegalerie to see a selection of the art there.

The Pergamon Museum was breathtaking. We saw the Pergamon Altar, The Market Gate of Miletus, The Ishtar Gate The Aleppo Room and so much more.  Then we walked the short distance to David Chipperfield’s beautifully designed Neues Museum to see the exquisite Nefertiti and more.  Afterwards there was time to relax on a river trip or to visit the National Art Gallery or the cathedral.

The following day we travelled to Potsdam to the Sanssouci Palace, a richly decorated rococo palace built for Frederick the Great. 

In beautiful Dresden a walking tour enabled us to appreciate the amazing restoration work, which has made great progress in recent years.  The next day we visited the magnificent Green Vault which houses one of Europe’s finest treasure collections, and the New Vault, highlighting some of the pieces in their original setting.  Finally we saw the superb Dresden Porcelain Collection at the Zwinger Palace.

Art historian Jane Brand, from Art and Heritage, ably led our friendly group throughout our time in Germany. 

Treasurer’s Report

Frank Power
The Society’s finances continue on a sound footing. We have a reserve of £7,000 deposited in the NADFAS Patricia Fay Fund, and a little over £5,000 is in an HSBC Bond, in addition to monies held in our current account. We have made unlooked-for profits on our events and this has made up for a shortfall in membership fees. 

We benefited for the first time from the use of Gift Aid, and this proved to be relatively straightforward to set up. Our parent organisation is a charity, and Gift Aid was claimed on the affiliation fee we sent to NADFAS. This represents about one third of the subscription fee. NADFAS claims the refund from the Revenue and then gives us a £1 per person administration fee. We received £155 for the last financial year and were able to claim for the previous three years in addition, netting a further £383. 

We made a donation of £250 to Polesden Lacey and £545 was spent on various Young Arts work.

Young Arts Secretary’s Report

Michelle Hoad
The Young Arts section is to encourage, promote, sponsor and assist ‘Art’ for schools, groups, individual students, colleges, and children with special needs. 

We contributed towards reusable picture frames for the Community Centre at Reigate Methodist Church. Students from Reigate College were the first to use them to display their art. A Reigate DFAS coffee morning was held at the Centre to show off the frames and the art.

Brigitte Parr, Marilyn Moore and Michelle Hoad prepared a Church Trail for St Mark’s Church, aimed at accompanied children aged between eight and twelve years.  After passing the NADFAS standard, the Trail was presented to the Vicar of St Mark’s at a small ceremony. Also attending were the Area Church Trail Representative Liz Meikle, the NADFAS IT Advisor Sarah Harris, and members Pat Bird, Mary Stuart Menteth, Michael Beach and Ann Rennie.
Heritage Volunteers’ Report

Jean Power
Reigate Priory Museum had to close after water damaged the roof following last winter’s heavy snow. News as to when repairs may begin is still awaited from the surveyors and builders.

Meanwhile the Volunteers have been photographing the most precious gowns for the record, and checking and repacking all the stored items.

On Heritage Weekend in September a display of 1920s beaded evening gowns, wedding outfits and accessories was put on, and together with guided tours of The Priory, it attracted four hundred visitors.

Eileen Wood, The Curator, is grateful for the continued support of Reigate DFAS at this difficult time.

Membership Secretary’s Report

Jean Storer
Our Society ended the year with two hundred and eighty members, forty-two of whom are new.  Attendance at lectures ranged from one hundred and fourteen to one hundred and sixty-seven, and we have been pleased to welcome an increasing number of guests, some of whom have applied for membership.

Sadly, two long-standing members died, and three moved away.  Fourteen did not renew their membership because of commitments such as caring for grandchildren.

Church Recorders

The popular presentation about our work at St Andrew’s Gatton can be found on our website www.RDFAS.net 
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